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Scott Massey
(b.1971). Works in Vancouver.

Spectrum Studies (2013)

Our visible spectrum actually comprises a relatively narrow
band of the electromagnetic spectrum. Using special filters,
imagers and optical technologies, it is possible to extend this
visible range to include radio waves, microwaves, infrared,
heat, ultraviolet, X-ray and other areas outside our normal
range of experience. Astronomers and scientists regularly
make use of these technologies to expand their research into
areas that are otherwise visually inaccessible.

Spectrum Studies is a series of landscape photographs
created entirely in camera, using a Hasselblad and various
image-adjusting apparatus. Massey adopts an infographic pie
chart technique to create a composition that contains visual
clues to the complexity of the images. As each piece of the
pie chart represents an element or moment within the image
frame, the entire image presents a photographic exploration
of one particular spectrum. The pie shapes are created by
custom laser-cut stainless steel darkslides the artist fabricated
specifically for this project. These darkslides allow multiple
but discrete exposures on a single piece of film, registering
the passage of time in a single frame.

The three areas of exploration are the Visible Spectrum,
Greyscale and Day-Night. Visible Spectrum separates the
colour channels of white light; Greyscale separates the
sections based on the Ansel Adams Zone System; and
Day-Night separates the sections based on the cycle of a
passing day.
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P61 Spectrum Study 1 (visible)
P62 Spectrum Study 1 (day-night)
P63 Spectrum Study 1 (greyscale)
by Scott Massey, 2013.

Courtesy the artist.
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