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ABOUT THE WORKS 
Text by David Balzer 
 
In what we call the West, under what we call capitalism, it can be startling when things without breath 
appear to come alive. This might be because we are surrounded by more manufactured things than 
we have been, with these things being at least once removed from the human hand, made with the 
aid of machines, or with the aid of artificial intelligence that moves these machines. If in the past we 
were grounded to the thing-world through what Karl Marx has called the labour theory of value, where 
we could gauge the worth of something through the amount of socially necessary work required to 
make it, accelerated capitalism erases the (often exploited) labour that drives it. The result is a kind of 
haunting. “Man [sic] never knows how anthropomorphic he [sic] is,” wrote Goethe a few centuries 
ago.  
 
In 1946, George Orwell made fun of art writers who use phrases such as “living quality” to describe 
artwork. He thought it was meaningless. Yet it is true that Jeremy Laing’s work has a living quality 
and that this is meaningful. Laing’s things look alive because either they look like other things that are 
made and manipulated by human hands in order to help things function, or because they look like 
other things that are alive. Sometimes, both. Laing has been working in ceramics lately to create 
hard, glazed anchors for the soft parts of his sculptures. Some of these ceramics resemble large 
buttons, which serve the partial purpose of reminding us what buttons actually do, in addition to 
decorating—hold things together. Other ceramics are oversized hooks, and they do the thing hooks 
do, hold things up, but they are not hidden as hooks often are.  
 
Laing also repurposes samplers from the design and beauty industries. A fabric swatch peeks out like 
a small appendage. Swizzle stick–like fake nails are fanned out in a spectrum of colours and patterns. 
Synthetic hair of various shades and hues is bundled in mini-ponies on an oversized keychain. These 
samplers, seen in the manufacturing and business worlds as tools for imagining something more 
complete, are, in Laing’s imagining, complete in and of themselves, kinds of organisms. When you 
put something on display in a gallery you try to make it as much like an object as possible: do not 
touch it. When you put something on display in a retail context you try to make it as much like a 
creature as possible: touch it, make friends with it, take it home. To touch Laing’s creatures would be 
to disrupt their delicate ecology. Still, they feel a bit like ladies in waiting. 
 
Yes, it is queer. The soft parts go through and over the hard parts, which they resemble. The insides 
are on the outside. Laing uses the rope from cushion welting (lumpy, intestinal) to thread his 
ceramics. A dog toy is deployed as a readymade to look like a pair of low-hangers. And et cetera. “I 
never wanted to paint but hoped… that I might become an objet trouvé in the world of art,” wrote 
Quentin Crisp, whose old mattress ticking was, months after his death, made into a coat by fashion 
designer Miguel Adrover. If Laing’s works could talk, they might clap in approval. 
 
 

ABOUT THE ARTIST 
JEREMY LAING is an artist making work and community in Toronto. 
jeremylaing.com 
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TBD (Their Baubled Digits), with thanks to Serge, 2020 
Hair ornaments and the artist’s headphones, steel rod, nails 
24” H x 24.5” W x 2.5” D approximately; dimensions variable depending on installation 
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“Aggressive Chewers Premium” – as listed, 2019 
Glazed stoneware and dog toys, screws 
80.5” H x 8” W x 8.5” D approximately; dimensions variable depending on installation 
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“Aggressive Chewers Premium” – as listed (detail), 2019 
Glazed stoneware and dog toys, screws 
80.5” H x 8” W x 8.5” D approximately; dimensions variable depending on installation 
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Swat Pot for Three, 2020 
Glazed stoneware, fly swatters, upholstery piping core (with thanks to Abby), screws 
52.5” H x 15.5” W x 8” D approximately; dimensions variable depending on installation 
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Captive Vessel, 2019 
Glazed stoneware and found yarn, screws 
80.75” H x 49.5” W x 25” D approximately; dimensions variable depending on installation 
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Captive Vessel (detail), 2019 
Glazed stoneware and found yarn, screws 
80.75” H x 49.5” W x 25” D approximately; dimensions variable depending on installation 
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Accessorized Single-Sitting Sampler, 2018-2020 
Found yarns on monkscloth on panel, glazed stoneware, upholstery piping core (with thanks 
to Abby), screws 
45” H x 10” W x 2.25” D  
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Accessorized Single-Sitting Sampler (detail), 2018-2020 
Found yarns on monkscloth on panel, glazed stoneware, upholstery piping core (with thanks 
to Abby), screws 
45” H x 10” W x 2.25” D  
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“Hollow Habits, for Liz” – the first gay I ever knew, 2020 
Glazed stoneware, dyed monkscloth used as shipping blankets for the work in this show, 
previously used as table cloths and as picnic ground covering 
16” H x 16” W x 17.5” D approximately; dimensions variable depending on installation 
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“Baby’s First Mood Bod” – my poetry dealer, 2019 
Archival samples, swatch bundle, found yarns, dyed monkscloth, dressmaker’s pins, glazed 
stoneware, nylon rope (with thanks to Pony), staples, screws 
74.5” H x 40.5” W x 4.75” D 
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Scrap Notions, 2019-2020 
Glazed stoneware, upholstery piping core (with thanks to Abby), nail 
81” H x 58” W x 30.5” D approximately; dimensions variable depending on installation 
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Accessorized Single-Sitting Sampler, 2018-2020 
Found yarns on monkscloth on panel, glazed stoneware, upholstery piping core (with thanks 
to Abby), screws 
49” H x 10” W x 2.5” D 
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Accessorized Single-Sitting Sampler (detail), 2018-2020 
Found yarns on monkscloth on panel, glazed stoneware, upholstery piping core (with thanks 
to Abby), screws 
49” H x 10” W x 2.5” D 
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“Global Best Beauty” – as branded, with thanks to Margot, 2019 
Glazed stoneware, dyed hair sample ring, screws 
17.5” H x 6.5” W x 8.25” D 
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Captive Vessel, 2019 
Glazed stoneware, upholstery piping core (with thanks to Abby), nail 
80” H x 7” W x 4” D approximately; dimensions variable depending on installation 
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Pattern Painting Sculpture, 2020 
Glazed stoneware, acrylic paint, found yarns on monkscloth on stretcher, upholstery piping 
core (with thanks to Abby), staples, nail 
69” H x 22.5” W x 2.25” D  
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Pattern Painting Sculpture (detail), 2020 
Glazed stoneware, acrylic paint, found yarns on monkscloth on stretcher, upholstery piping 
core (with thanks to Abby), staples, nail 
69” H x 22.5” W x 2.25” D  
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New Nails Festoon, with thanks to Diana, 2020 
Acrylic paint on glazed stoneware, nail polish on nail swatches, binding rings, screws 
66.25” H x 12” W x 12.5” D 
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New Nails Festoon, with thanks to Diana (detail), 2020 
Acrylic paint on glazed stoneware, nail polish on nail swatches, binding rings, screws 
66.25” H x 12” W x 12.5” D 
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Single Sitting Sampler, 2018 
Found yarns on monkscloth on panel 
12” H x 9.25” W x 2.5” D 
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Single Sitting Sampler, 2018 
Found yarns on monkscloth on panel 
12” H x 9.25” W x 2.5” D 
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Single Sitting Sampler, 2018 
Found yarns on monkscloth on panel 
12” H x 9.25” W x 2.5” D 
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JEREMY LAING 
SOLO AND COLLABORATIVE EXHIBITIONS 
 
2020  “New Work”, Wil Aballe Art Projects, Vancouver, Canada 
 
2019   Virginia’s Room, Paul Petro Contemporary Art, Toronto, Canada 
                    (in collaboration with the Estate of Will Munro) 
 
2011  Jeremy Laing, Royal Ontario Museum, Patricia Harris Gallery of Textiles and 
  Costume, Toronto, Canada. Presentation of new acquisition to the permanent 
  collection. 

     
2005-2015  Twice yearly clothing collections presented during Fashion Week in New York 
  and Toronto 
  
2004  Extensions for Daily Perseverance, Solo Exhibition, Toronto, Canada  

The Westside Stiches Couture Club T-Shirt Relay, Art Metropole, Toronto, 
Canada 
Toronto Exchange Club, Parlour Projects, Brooklyn, New York  

 
2003   Virginia Puff-Paint, Zsa Zsa Gallery, Toronto, Canada  
                     (in collaboration with Will Munro)Granpalazzo, Valentin, Rome, IT. 

GROUP EXHIBITIONS 
 
2020  Queer Threads, Katzen Arts Centre, American University, Washington, DC, 

USA 
                    TBC, Grinnell College Museum of Art, Grinnell, Iowa, USA 
 
2018   The World According to GARP, Franz Kaka, Toronto, Canada  

  
2017   Coat of Many Colours, The Loon, Toronto, Canada   
 
2016   Chroma Lives, 21 Avenue Road, Toronto, Canada   
 
2004  Sinbad and the Rented World, Art Gallery of York University, Toronto, Canada  

Explosion LTTR: Practice More Failure, Art In General, New York, New York  
Pinata Party, It Can Change at Passerby at Gavin Brown’s Enterprise, New 
York 
Clothing Project, It Can Change at Bait and Tackle, San Francisco 

 Sorry for the Inconvenience, Junction Arts Festival, Toronto, Canada 
 



WAAP 
 

1 1 29  East Hasting s 

Vancouver,  BC  V6A 1S3 

+1  ( 778)  229 3458 

w w w .w aapart.com 

	
  W il  abal l e  art  proje cts 

2003  The Michael Jackson Show, Zsa Zsa, Toronto, Canada 
Instant Gratification, Art Metropole at Christopher Cutts Gallery, Toronto, 
Canada 
Phantom Head, Virus Arts, Toronto, Canada 
Drawing Attention, Spin Gallery, Toronto, Canada  

 
2002  Fashion Queen, Spin Gallery, Toronto, Canada  
 
 
SCREENINGS 
 
2011  Inside the Pavillion of Virginia Puff-Paint, Museum of Modern Art, New York.
  Curated by AA Bronson as part of Queer Cinema from the Collection,  
  Yesterday and Today 
 
2008  Inside the Pavillion of Virginia Puff-Paint, Impakt Festival, Utrecht, Holland. 
  Curated by Arjon Dunnewind as part of Multiplicity of Desires. 
 
2007  Inside the Pavillion of Virginia Puff-Paint, 53rd International Short Film Festival 
  Oberhausen, Germany. Curated by AA Bronson as part of Kinomuseum. 
 
2004  Inside the Pavillion of Virginia Puff-Paint, White Diamond Projects/ FACT  
  Centre, Liverpool Biennial, Liverpool, England. Curated by Lauren Cornell as 
  part of The Transparent Eyeball 
 

Inside the Pavillion of Virginia Puff-Paint. Curated by Lauren Cornell as part of 
Elusive Quality at Participant Inc. 

 
Inside the Pavilion of Virginia Puff-Paint. Curated by Lauren Cornell as part of 
Toronto Explosion, at Ocularis, Brooklyn, New York 

   
   
 
ARTIST PROJECTS 
 
2019  Atmosphere for Canadian Art Social 
  Art direction of Owen Pallett’s album Island 
 
2017-Present  New Nails, Co-founder of the queer fundraiser party series 
 
2017  Mercer Union Multiplier edition 
 
2016  Stripes and Dots Pajamas, in collaboration with Zin Taylor, for Fogo Island 
  Arts 
 
2015  Art Metropole Membership Token 
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2014  Fan the Flames, Curatorial project for AGO, First Thursdays 
  Hazlitt, Art Direction of Summer and Winter print issues 
  The Politics of Fashion, Exhibition Design, Design Exchange, Toronto 
  Artists’ Book Upgrade, Fundraiser Edition for C Magazine 
   Print collaboration with Julia Dault 
 
2013   Print collaboration with Vanessa Maltese 
  Arts and Crafts 10th anniversary T-shirt project 
 
2012  Print collaboration with Niall McClelland 
 
2011  Print collaboration with Scott Treleaven 
 
2011  Everything Must Go, Curatorial project for Art Toronto 
 
2008  Print collaboration with Karen Azoulay 
 
2007  Bed of Nails, Fundraiser Edition for Art Metropole 
 
2005-2007 Costume Designer for various Toronto Dance Theatre productions 
 
2003-2005 The Westside Stitches Couture Club, Co-founder, along with Will Munro 
   
 
ARTS BOARDS 
 
2016-Present  Mercer Union: A Centre for Contemporary Art, Board of Directors 
 
2012-2014 The Power Plant Contemporary Art Gallery, Board of Directors 
 
 
 
RESIDENCIES 
 
2016  Fogo Island Arts 
 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY AND CATALOGUES  
 
2019   “Touch It –Jeremy Laing", Canadian Art, Winter 2019 Issue  
 
2013  Pattern: 100 Designers, 10 Curators, Published by Phaidon 
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2012  Will Munro: History, Glamour, Magic, Catalogue published by  
   the Art Gallery of York University 
 
2010  “The Canadian School”, Jessica Johnson, Walrus Magazine 
 
2008  Inside the Pavillion of Virginia Puff-Paint, Artist’s book published by  

the Art Gallery of York University 
 
2007  “Jeremy Laing”, Alexandra Palmer, Descant, Issue 138 
 
2004 Sinbad in the Rented World / What it Feels Like for a Girl, Catalogue published 

by the Art Gallery of York University 
“Sinbad in the Rented World”, R.M. Vaughan, Canadian Art, Volume 21, 
Number 3 
“Silly Side of Subversion”, Sarah Milroy, The Globe and Mail, February 21 

 
2003   Pissing In Paris, Self-published artist’s book 
  Suite 117, Self-published artist’s book 
 
 
AWARDS  
 
2014  CAFA, Womenswear Designer of the year, Toronto 
2011  ANDAM Fashion Award Finalist, Paris, France 
2008  Ryerson University Outstanding Recent Graduate Award 
1998  Ryerson University President’s National Entrance Scholarship 
 
 
COLLECTIONS  
 
National Gallery of Canada Library 
Royal Ontario Museum 
Private Collections 
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RECENT PRESS FOR JEREMY LAING 
 

 

 
 
https://canadianart.ca/essays/touch-it/  
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WAAP | Wil Aballe Arts Projects 
 
CONTACT 
1129 East Hastings Street, Vancouver, BC V6A 1S3 
+1 778 229 3458 
wil@waapart.com 
www.waapart.com 
 
Tuesday – Saturday, 12:00pm – 5:00pm 
 
 
 
 
EXHIBITIONS 
Jeremy Laing 
 March 7 – April 18, 
2020 

 
Patryk Stasieczek 
April 23 – May 20, 
2020 

 
 

 
 
 
REPRESENTED ARTISTS 
Kim Kennedy Austin 
Scott Billings 
Maegan Hill-Caroll 
Lyse Lemieux 
Ryan Quast 
Nicolas Sassoon 
Evann Siebens 
Patryk Stasieczek 
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RECENT PRESS FOR WAAP 
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