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ARTIST STATEMENT

My sculptures are inspired by my experience in the Hudson Highlands of upstate New York, specifically Newburgh. The City of 
Newburgh, once a booming industrial hub, now subsists as a gritty husk of its former opulence. Situated on the city’s main artery is my 
grandfather’s former garment factory, in which I make artwork amongst dust-laden coats and sewing machines.

The sculptures range from intimate objects to large-scale constructions. Along the shoreline of the river, I glean natural materials and 
castoffs from the city’s industrial heyday. Once I bring these elements into my workspace, I integrate them with factory relics as well as 
ceramic and cast metal components that I produce en masse. I fashion my own tools, invent my own procedures, and implement surface 
treatments often derived from the substances I apply topically, ingest, and excrete upon. For example, I often employ Tiger Balm, deep-
fried batter, and urinal cake in my work. These materials have a personal connection to me and evoke distinct memories. I immortalize 
them with a thorough drenching of various resins.
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DANIEL GIORDANO
LOVE FROM VICKI ISLAND

Exhibition view, MASS MoCA, 2023
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Daniel Giordano

Self-Portrait as the Linguini Guzzler
2023

24 karat gold, acrylic varnish, Annie McCurdy’s hair, ceramic, 
construction adhesive, dentures, garment factory dust, glass 
beads, glitter, hardware, moisturizing face mask, my hair, nail 
polish, oil paint, organic matter, phosphorescent acrylic, plastic 
beads, plastic wrap, pomade, PVC cement, rabbit face, rubber, 
sand paper, shellac silicone, sparklers, soot, steel coat hanger, 
thread, wood

13 x 11.5 x 8.75 in (33 x 29.2 x 22.2 cm)
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Daniel Giordano

Self-Portrait as the Man with Whom Not to Fuck 
2021–2022

Artificial clementine, construction adhesive, date pit, dental 
floss, epoxy, firework cartridge, glitter, goatskin cockring, 
moisturizing face mask, Murano glass, nail polish, pomade, 
rubber, spider crab carapace, steel coat hanger, wood

7 x 6.75 x 6 in  (17.8 x 17.1 x 15.2 cm)
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Daniel Giordano

Self-Portrait Whilst Entering the Seventh Degree of 
Concentration
2022

23.75 karat rose gold, acrylic polymer emulsion, black walnut 
seed, construction adhesive, cotton balls, glass, glitter, 
moisturizing face mask, pigment, shellac, the artist’s hair, water 
caltrop

9.25 x 10.5 x 4.75 in  (23.5 x 26.7 x 12.1 cm)
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Daniel Giordano

Self-Portrait with Lip Enhancements
2016–2022

24 karat gold, ceramic, acrylic polymer emulsion, acrylic 
varnish, carnauba wax, epoxy, eyeshadow, glitter, groundhog 
tooth, moisturizing face mask, Megan Murphy Martinez’s hair, 
nail polish, oil clay, pigment, PVC cement, reflective glass 
beads, sponge, thread, wood

13 x 8 x 8 in (33 x 20.3 x 20.3 cm)
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Daniel Giordano

Self-Portrait as Vicki 3000
2022–2023

Cattails, ceramic, construction adhesive, Dior lipstick, epoxy, 
glitter, hardware, moisturizing face mask, natural waxes, oil 
paint, phosphorescent acrylic, pigment, pomade, sand, shellac, 
silicone, silicone rubber, soot, synthetic paint brush bristles, 
tennis ball felt, wasp nests

15 x 10.75 x 8 in (38.1 x 27.3 x 20.3 cm)
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Daniel Giordano

Self-Portrait as Fresh Ricotta
2022

24 karat gold, bicycle wheel, ceramic, construction adhesive, 
cow fur, epoxy, glass orbs, hardware, medicated body powder, 
moisturizing face mask, nail polish, Northeastern Fast-Dry 
Tennis Court surface, plastic wrap, pomade, reflective glass 
beads, rubber, shellac

6 x 12 x 12 in (15.2 x 30.5 x 30.5 cm)
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Daniel Giordano

Self-Portrait as the Grand Dwarf King
2022–2023

Acrylic polymer emulsion, cattails, epoxy, glass orbs, glitter, 
hardware, lucky rabbit’s feet, moisturizing face mask, nail 
polish, pigment, rubber, silicone, soot, the artist’s hair, thread, 
upholstery foam, vinyl, water caltrops

12 x 10 x 8.5 in (30.5 x 25.4 x 21.6 cm)
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DANIEL GIORDANO
LOVE FROM VICKI ISLAND

Exhibition view, MASS MoCA, 2023
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Daniel Giordano

Pleasure Pipe XXVII
2020

1930’s Czechoslovakian glass beads, acrylic varnish, epoxy, 
hardware, Northeastern Fast-Dry Tennis Court surface, sea 
beans, silicone, wooden wine barrel spigot seal

5.375 x 1.25 x 3.5 in (13.7 x 3.2 x 8.9 cm)
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Daniel Giordano

Pleasure Pipe XXI
2019-2020

Artificial asparagus, ceramic, epoxy, false eyelashes, hardware, 
plastic wrap, Tiger Balm, vinyl

8.75 x 1.875 x 3.125 in (22.2 x 4.8 x 7.9 cm)
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Daniel Giordano

Pleasure Pipe XXVIII
2019-2020

Acrylic varnish, ceramic, epoxy, hardware, plastic wrap, tennis 
racquet string

6 x 3.75 x 3.125 in (15.2 x 9.5 x 7.9 cm)
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Daniel Giordano

Pleasure Pipe LXII
2019-2020

Ceramic, epoxy, hardware

1.5 x 1.25 x 2.75 in (3.8 x 3.2 x 7 cm)
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Daniel Giordano

Pleasure Pipe LXI
2019-2020

Ceramic, epoxy, hardware, Tiger Balm

2.125 x 1.75 x 3.125 in (5.4 x 4.4 x 7.9 cm)
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Daniel Giordano

Pleasure Pipe LVI (Revisited)
2020-2022

Ceramic, copper, epoxy, hardware, Murano glass, plastic bag, 
plastic wrap, Tang drink mix

8.75 x 2 x 2.75 in (22.2 x 5.1 x 7 cm)
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Daniel Giordano

Pleasure Pipe LXXXI
2022–2023

24 karat gold, ceramic, epoxy, hardware, steel coat hanger, 
steel coat hanger

10.75 x 2 x 3.5 in (27.3 x 5.1 x 8.9 cm)
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Daniel Giordano

Pleasure Pipe LXXVIII
2022

23.75 karat rose gold, artificial clementine, ceramic, Christmas 
ornament, clementine, epoxy, hardware

5.5 x 2.25 x 3.5 in (14 x 5.7 x 8.9 cm)
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Daniel Giordano

Pleasure Pipe XXVIII (revisited)
2019–2022

Acrylic polymer emulsion, ceramic, copper wire, epoxy, 
hardware, Murano glass, plastic wrap, wool

6.25 x 1.25 x 3.25 in (15.9 x 3.2 x 8.3 cm)
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Daniel Giordano

Pleasure Pipe XXII
2019–2022

Ceramic, copper, epoxy, glass, hardware, Murano glass, plastic 
wrap

5.625 x 2.5 x 2.5 in (14.3 x 6.4 x 6.4 cm)
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Daniel Giordano

Pleasure Pipe LVII
2019–2022

Ceramic, copper, epoxy, glass, hardware, Murano glass, plastic 
wrap, upholstery foam

5.5 x 1.875 x 2.875 in (14 x 4.8 x 7.3 cm)
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Daniel Giordano

Pleasure Pipe LXVII (revisited)
2019–2022

Ceramic, epoxy, hardware, Tang drink mix, copper wire

6.25 x 1.75 x 4 in (15.9 x 4.4 x 10.2 cm)
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Daniel Giordano

Pleasure Pipe LXXXV
2023

Bell, construction adhesive, duct tape residue, epoxy, glass, 
hardware, linseed oil wax, phosphorescent acrylic, PVC primer, 
spotted lantern flies, turkey breast beard, wooden wine spigot, 
wool

22.5 x 2.75 x 10 in (57.2 x 7 x 25.4 cm)
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Daniel Giordano

Pleasure Pipe XXIII
2019–2022

Carnauba wax, cattails, ceramic, construction adhesive, cow 
fur, epoxy, hosiery, silicone rubber, thread spool, wood

13.5 x 6.5 x 9.5 in (34.3 x 16.5 x 24.1 cm)
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Daniel Giordano

Pleasure Pipe XVI
2019–2021

Copper, epoxy, hardware, Murano glass, plastic wrap, wood

9.25 x 1.5 x 3.5 in (23.5 x 3.8 x 8.9 cm)
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Daniel Giordano

Pleasure Pipe LII
2017–2021

24 karat gold, bird’s nest, brass, ceramic, deep-fried batter, 
Dior lipstick, egg tempera, epoxy, eyeshadow, hardware, ink, 
moisturizing face mask, nail polish, self-tanning lotion, shellac, 
sparkler, Tang drink mix, tape, Tiger Balm, water gel beads, 
wax

6.25 x 10.5 x 10 in (15.9 x 26.7 x 25.4 cm)
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DANIEL GIORDANO
LOVE FROM VICKI ISLAND

SOLO EXHIBITION AT MASS MoCA
On view through December 2023

Amarelli licorice, 1970s Husqvarna motocross bikes, cattails, 
and railroad spikes: Daniel Giordano finds material for his 
provocative and playful sculptures on the streets of Newburgh, 
New York, and along the banks of the nearby Hudson River. His 
eclectic assemblages reflect the mores of his Italian-American 
heritage and the postindustrial realities of his hometown, where 
the artist works in his family’s now-defunct factory. At the steel 
tables once occupied by seamstresses, Giordano crafts his 
serial works by hand, both mimicking and subverting processes 
of mass production. Weaving together industrial artifacts, 
foodstuffs from prosciutto to Italian nougat, and organic matter 
including ticks and bald eagle excrement, his sculptures move 
between humor, fantasy, the erotic, and the abject. Ultimately, 
his works function as complex portraits of the artist and his 
family, as well as a city – and a nation – struggling to reconcile 
the past with the present.

https://massmocawp.wpenginepowered.com/wp-content/
uploads/2023/02/DanielGiordano_GalleryGuide_MECH.pdf

https://massmocawp.wpenginepowered.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/DanielGiordano_GalleryGuide_MECH.pdf
https://massmocawp.wpenginepowered.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/DanielGiordano_GalleryGuide_MECH.pdf
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http://www.xibtmagazine.com/XIBT/XIBT-2-2023/mobile/index.html#p=31

http://www.xibtmagazine.com/XIBT/XIBT-2-2023/mobile/index.html#p=31
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https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/08/arts/design/art-shows-beacon-hudson-valley.html

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/08/arts/design/art-shows-beacon-hudson-valley.html
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https://whitehotmagazine.com/articles/daniel-giordano-at-jdj-gallery/5732

https://whitehotmagazine.com/articles/daniel-giordano-at-jdj-gallery/5732
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DANIEL GIORDANO
CV

b. 1988. Lives and works in Newburgh, NY.

Education 
2016   MFA, University of Delaware, Newark, DE
2011   BBA, Pace University, New York, NY 

Solo Exhibitions
2023              Chamber of Ultimate Solution, JDJ, New York, NY
  The Misadventures of Buddy Crapo: by Land, by Sea, and by Air, Turley Gallery, Hudson, NY
                      Love from Vicki Island, Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary Art (MASS MoCA), North Adams, MA

2021  STINK, STANK, STUNK, Ann Street Gallery, Safe Harbors of the Hudson, Newburgh, NY

2020           Hermetic Perversions: A Charming Night With Vicki Vermicelli, Rosenberg Gallery, Calkins Hall, Hofstra University,   
  Hempstead, NY 

2019   Even Cowboys Get Caught in the Rain, Wil Aballe Art Projects, Vancouver, BC, Canada
                      The Big Linguini, SARDINE, Brooklyn, NY 

Group Exhibitions 
2023             Drawings by Sculptors, Helena Anrather, New York, NY

2022             Split and Becloud,  The Hyde Collection, Glens Falls, NY
                     The Material, The Thing, The Dorsky Museum, SUNY New Paltz, New Paltz, NY
  Ashes Denote That Fire Was, Fortnight Institute, New York, NY
                     Unmade Beds, CLEA RSKY Offsite Project, LeRoy Neiman Gallery, Columbia University, New York, NY
                     The Agreement: Chromatic Presences, Zürcher Gallery, New York, NY
                     Forward Ground, Fridman Gallery, New York, NY
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2020  Quid Tum? (What’s Next), Stephen Bulger Gallery, Toronto, ON, Canada
                    The Hunch, MOTHER, Beacon, NY
  Hancock Street, 360 Hancock Street, Brooklyn, NY

2019  Next Up, Kleinert/James Center for the Arts, Woodstock, NY 
  Soft Temple, MOTHER, Beacon, NY
  Love of the Common Man, Gazebo, Brooklyn, NY 

2018   Cook My Goose, Baby Blue Gallery, Chicago, IL 
  Living/Breathing, Morgan Lehman Gallery, New York, NY 
  A Salve of Sorts, Vacation, New York, NY 
  Menage/rie, Super Dutchess, New York, NY

2017  Post-Magic Symbiosis, Matteawan Gallery, Beacon, NY 
  Take Only What You Can Carry With You, Yellow Peril Gallery, Providence, RI 

2016   Farewell, The Delaware Contemporary, Wilmington, DE 
  The Art of Catching Serpents, Kunstraum Tapir, Berlin, Germany 

2015   Welcome, Delaware Center for the Contemporary Arts, Wilmington, DE 

2014   Under 40 Show, Woodstock Artist Association and Museum (WAAM), Woodstock, NY

Collections
Beth DeWoody/The Bunker

Awards and Fellowships
2022              Individual Artist Commission, Arts Mid-Hudson, Kingston, NY
                      Awesome Newburgh Foundation Grant, Newburgh, NY
2021   AIM Fellowship, The Bronx Museum of the Arts, The Bronx, NY
2015   A. Gray Magness Award University of Delaware, Newark, DE 
2014   The Alan Greenhalgh/Laura Gurton Award, Woodstock Artist Association and  Museum, (WAAM) Woodstock, NY 
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Press
2023              Whitehot Magazine, Daniel Giordano at JDJ, Jonathan Goodman, April
                      Tussle Magazine, Daniel Giordano: The Italian Worker in the Big Art World, Samuel Abelow, March
                      Chronogram, Exhibition Review: Daniel Giordano at Turley Gallery in Hudson, Taliesin Thomas, March
                      Brooklyn Rail, Daniel Giordano: Love from Vicki Island, Will Corwin, March
                      Times Union, Hudson Valley Artist Discusses Sculptures Featured at MASS MoCA, Michelle Falkenstein, February
                      Chronogram, In a Creative Vein, Carl Van Brunt, February

2022         Arcade Project, Polychrome Presences, Roman Kalinovski, May
                      Art Spiel, The Agreement: Chromatic Presences - Funky and Formal at Zurcher, Saul Ostrow, May 

2021             Brooklyn Rail, 100 Sculptures - NYC, Will Corwin, July/August Issue
                      Sculpture Magazine, Material Instincts: A Conversation with Daniel Giordano, Jonathan Goodman, May/June, Volume 40/ 
  Number 3
  Frontera Digital, Modernism’s Rejection: Three Sculptors in America, Jonathan Goodman, February 
             
2020  Whitehot Magazine, Specters of Absurdity: The Sculptures of Daniel Giordano at Hofstra University, Raphy Sarkissian,  
  March 
                      The Hofstra Chronicle, Daniel Giordano stuns with ‘Hermetic Perversions,’ Madeline Armstrong, February

2019  Canadian Art, Sheet Masks as Sculpture Conjure Art for the (Summery) Ages, Meredyth Cole, October 
  New York Times, Summer Art Trek: Gallery Hopping in the Hudson Valley, Will Heinrich, August, issue of the Weekend  
  Arts II, C17
     Cultured Magazine, Sculptor Daniel Giordano’s Relentless Wonder & Deep-fried Baseball Bats, Monica Uszerowicz,  
  February 
  Art Spiel, Nota Bene with @postuccio [iii], Paul D’Agostino, February


